An ontological approach to manage and harmonize document types.
Working interoperability when consuming resources of different document types requires a harmonized understanding of their structures and contents. But sometimes, a specification has not made the underlying model explicit which would enable a coherent understanding. This paper analyses the commonly used structures of different document types and proposes an ontological structure resulting in the so-called Document Type Ontology (DTO). This solution is based on the Generic Component Model (GCM) as an architectural framework and the Communication Standards Ontology (CSO) and Basic Formal Ontology (BFO) presented earlier.